
Before t h e  Board of Zoning Adjustment, D.  C .  

Appl ica t ion  No. 12061, of Marv in  B .  Hopkins, pursuant  t o  
Sub-sect ion 8207.2 of t h e  Zoning Regula t ions ,  f o r  a s p e c i a l  
except ion  under Paragraph 3104.43 t o  permit  a park ing  l o t  
i n  t h e  R-4 D i s t r i c t  a t  t h e  r e a r  of t h e  premises  a t  416 -4th 
S t r ee t ,  N .  E . ,  (Square 780, Lot 6 2 ) .  

HEARING DATE: February 18,  1975 

DECIS I O N  DATES : February 24, 1976 and March 23, 1976 

FINDINGS OF FACT : 

1. The s u b j e c t  p r o p e r t y  i s  loca ted  i n  an R-4 D i s t r i c t ,  
one-half b lock  from a s t r i p  of C-2-A zoning a long  Massachusetts 
Avenue and "D" S t r e e t ,  N .  E .  

2 .  The Board g ran ted  approval  t o  e s t a b l i s h  an accessory  
park ing  l o t  i n  Appeal No. 6735, p u b l i c  hear ing  June 19,  1962 
f o r  Lot 4 2 , i n  Square 780, which i s  d i r e c t l y  northwest  of t h e  
s u b j e c t  p rope r ty .  

3 .  The s u b j e c t  p r o p e r t y  i s  an a l l e y  l o t .  The l o t  i s  
bounded by a 10 f o o t  p u b l i c  a l l e y  on t h e  e a s t ,  a 25 f o o t  p u b l i c  
a l l e y  on t h e  sou th ,  a 30 f o o t  p u b l i c  a l l e y  on t h e  w e s t  and a 
15 f o o t  p u b l i c  a l l e y  on t h e  no r th .  

4 .  The l o t  is p r e s e n t l y  marked o f f  f o r  28 park ing  
spaces .  The p l a n  submit ted by t h e  a p p l i c a n t  proposes  23 
park ing  spaces .  Three of t h o s e  23 spaces  would not  be 
immediately ad jacen t  t o  one of t h e  a l l e y s ,  and might r e q u i r e  
moving of another  veh ic l e  t o  g a i n  access .  

5.  The proposed l o t  w i l l  s e r v e  employees of t h e  
Library  of Congress annex a t  214 Massachusetts Avenue, N .  E . ,  
approximately one b lock  from t h e  s u b j e c t  s i t e .  

6. There i s  a l a c k  of park ing  spaces  i n  t h i s  a r e a  t o  
s e r v e  bo th  r e s i d e n t s  and employees. 

7 .  The hours  of o p e r a t i o n  of t h e  l o t  w i l l  be from 
7:30 t o  4:30 p.m. 

8. Residents  of t h e  square  objec ted  t o  t h e  t r a f f i c  

conges t ion  i n  t h e  p u b l i c  a l l e y ,  and p r i n c i p a l l y  t h e  1 0  f o o t  
wide a l l e y  ad jacen t  t o  t h e  e a s t  end of t h e  pa rk ing  l o t .  
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9 .  A l l  a r e a s  devoted. t o  driveways,  access  l a n e s ,  
and pa rk ing  a r e a s  a r e  paved w i t h  m a t e r i a l s  which form an 
a l l  weather  impervious s u r f a c e .  

10. The pa rk ing  l o t  i s  so  designed t h a t  no v e h i c l e  o r  
any p a r t  t he reo f  p r o j e c t s  o v e r  any l o t  l i n e  o r  b u i l d i n g  l i n e .  

11. No o t h e r  uses  a r e  conducted from t h e  park ing  l o t  
and t h e r e  w i l l  be no s t r u c t u r e s  on t h e  l o t .  

1 2 .  No veh icu la r  en t r ance  o r  e x i t  i s  w i t h i n  25 f e e t  
of a s t ree t  i n t e r s e c t i o n .  

13. The Zoning Regulat ions l i m i t  t h e  uses  which can 
be made of an a l l e y  l o t .  Permi t ted  uses  inc lude  park ing  and 
a warehouse, bo th  of which r e q u i r e  Board of Zoning Adjustment 
approval .  

14. The C a p i t o l  H i l l  R e s t o r a t i o n  S o c i e t y  opposed t h e  
a p p l i c a t i o n  on t h e  grounds t h a t  t h e  l o t  was be ing  used 
i l l e g a l l y ,  t h a t  t r a f f i c  conges t ion  w a s  impacting t h e  a l l e y  and 
t h a t  t h e  p a s t  maintenance of t h e  p rope r ty  has  been poor .  The 
S o c i e t y  d i d  sugges t  t h a t  i f  t h e  Board g ran ted  t h e  a p p l i c a t i o n ,  
s i x  (6)  s p e c i f i c  cond i t ions  be a t t a c h e d  t o  t h e  approval .  

15.  The Municipal Planning O f f i c e ,  by r e p o r t  da t ed  
January 1 6 ,  1976 recommended t h a t  t h i s  a p p l i c a t i o n  be g ran ted  
s u b j e c t  t o  cond i t ions  r e l a t i n g  t o  landscaping,  access  and 
hours of ope ra t  ion  .) 

16. A t  t h e  r eques t  of t h e  Board, t h e  a p p l i c a n t  sub- 
m i t t e d  a proposed park ing  layout  f o r  17 spaces ,  a l l  of which 
a r e  completely accessible. 

CONCLUSIONS OF LAW AND O P I N I O N :  

On t h e  basis of t h e  foregoing  Findings of Fact ,  t h e  
Board concludes t h a t  t h e  accessory  park ing  l o t  m e e t s  a l l  of 
t h e  requirements  of Paragraph 3104.43 and A r t i c l e  74 of t h e  
Zoning Regula t ions .  The Board concludes t h a t  t h e  park ing  
spaces  a r e  s o  loca ted  t h a t  t h e y  w i l l  not  become o b j e c t i o n a b l e  
t o  a d j o i n i n g  or nearby p r o p e r t y  because of n o i s e ,  t r a f f i c ,  
o r  o t h e r  o b j e c t i o n a b l e  c o n d i t i o n s .  The park ing  l o t  w i l l  



BZA A p p l i c a t i o n  No .  1 2 0 6 1  
Page 3 

s e r v e  a necessary and convenient  f u n c t i o n  t o  the  commercial 
u ses  i n  the area and a l l e v i a t e s  t r a f f i c  and parking con- 
d i t i o n s  i n  the  immediate neighborhood. T h e  B o a r d  f u r t h e r  
concludes t h a t  a property owner should be g i v e n  s o m e  
reasonable use  of h i s  property.  The B o a r d  concludes t h a t  
a parking l o t  would be less object ionable  t o  t he  area t h a n  
a s m a l l  warehouse, w h i c h  i s  a l s o  p e r m i t t e d .  It is therefore  
O r d e r e d  t h a t  the  above appl ica t ion  be GRANTED subjec t  t o  
t he  fo l lowing  c o n d i t i o n s  : 

1. T h e  appl icant  s h a l l  erect  a cha in  l i n k  fence  
4 2 "  high along t h e  t e n  (10 )  foo t  a l l e y  on the  eas t e rn  
s ide  of the  property.  

2 .  T h e  number of parking spaces s h a l l  no t  exceed 1 7 ,  
w i t h  the  layout  t o  be as s h o w n  on the  p l a t  conta ined  
i n  the record, dated March 18, 1976,  m a r k e d  as 
exh ib i t  "1 P. H . " .  

3 .  T h e  appl icant  s h a l l  comply w i t h  a l l  p r o v i s i o n s  of 
Sub-section 7104.1. 

4 .  T h i s  approval s h a l l  be l i m i t e d  t o  a period of f i v e  
( 5 )  years.  

BY ORDER OF THE D. C .  BOARD O F  ZONING ADJUSTMENT 

ATTESTED B y :  
STEVEN E.SHER 

A c t i n g  Secretary t o  t h e  B o a r d  

F I N A L  DATE OF THE ORDER: 

T H I S  ORDER OF THE BOARD IS VALID FOR A PERIOD O F  S I X  
MONTHS ONLY UNLESS APPLICATION FOR A BUILDING AND/OR OCCUPANCY 
PERMIT IS F I L E D  WITH THE: DEPARTMENT OF ECONOMIC DEVELOPMENT 
WITHIN A PERIOD OF S I X  MONTHS AFTER THE EFFECTIVE DATE OF 
T H I S  ORDER. 


